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BERLIN'S PUBLIC UTILITIES

AND PRIVATE
SHIP COMPARED.

Dissatisfaction With the Twe Chler
Branches of Public Serviee —~Telephone
system Especially Bad —Evils of Bue
resueratic Management—Competition,

BERLIN, May 14.—In no country in Europe
can one examine the relative efficiency and
economy of State managed and privately
inanaged public services to greater advan-
tage thau in Germany. The bureaucracy
here is more nimerous and its atfitude
towerd the general public is more auto-
cratic than elsewhere among civilized
people except in Russia,

It does not follow, however, that the
average German is content with all the
forms of State control under which he lives,
Here in Berlin, for instance, great dissatis-
faction is felt with two chief branches of
public service, the Metropolitan railroad, or
Stadtbahn. and the telephone eystem. The
two {llustrate a condition of things which
can be paralleled in almost any part of the
empire, just s« what is to be said of private
enterprise is applicable in the same way.

The Metropolitan is an object of derision
to all travellers, not least to the traveller
from America, It carries one, indeed,
between five stations for 15 pfennigs (four
pfennigs equal one cent), but it takes about
four times as long as a similar trip in New
York does.

No doubt the traveller is amused at seeing
his train despatched to the stentorian com-
mand “Off'" by a stiff backed personage in
captain's uniform, and there is a great deal
of concern, not to say curiosity, displayed

bout his ticket and behavior generally
rom the moment he enters the station
until he is enclosed in a carriage which is
usually warm when it should be cool and
eold when it should be warm. But he has
disagreeable sensations also.

Once he enters a railroad station, one
might say any public place in Germany, he
becomes “das Publicum,” in other word.s.
the servant and chattel of the authorities.
There is a story, probably an-old one, of
the present Duke of Norfolk, when Post-
master-General, going into a London subur-
ban office to buy a penny stamp. The clerk
was taking things so easily that the Duke
aalled him to order, and when the clerk in
a very impertinent tone asked the Duke
who he was received the somewhat aston-
ishing reply, “I am the Public,” and with it
the Duke's visiting card.

Such a story could not have originated in
Giermany. In Germany the official is every-
thing and the public nothing. Nor is the
public always badly treated, indeed, if it is a
good child, if it behaves itself exaotly in
accordance with the numerous notioes dis-
played in every publicoffice. The authorities
in Germany often remind one of the little
girl who, when she was good, was very very
good, but when she was bad was horrid.

Were the Metropolitan in the hands of a
private company the service would be more
rapid, the public better treated and the line
be more frequently used, not as now avoided
when posesible. When the line was built by
Dircksen a quarter of a oentury ago it was
regarded as a masterpiece of technical
achievement. 8o, perhaps it was, but from
the beginning of its career it was bound, as
municipal services commonly are, to de-
teriorate. .

Influential incompetence was put at its
head, it was overloaded with personnel,
an army of bookkeepers with stacks of
forms was brought into action, the bu-
reaucratio spirit of conterapt for or indiffer-

ence to the rights of the public began to
yervade the entire institution, and ineffi-
ciency began almost with the undertaking's
birth. In such cases managers are chosen
for their personal relations in high, that is to
say official, quarters, rather than for their
skill and experience, while the staff is re-
cruited, not because, of intelligence, alert-
ness and technical fitness, but because of
the information the candidates possess in
history, Latin, literature and other academic
subjects.

Under such a syktem Edison himself
would have a poor chance of employment
or promotion. The consequence has_been
that after twenty-five years working in
Rerlin the number of passengers, instead
of rising yearly to correspond with the
enormous increase in the population, has
remained stationary or decreased. The
publia prefers the private company's street
care (Strassenbahin) or the carriages of the
privately owned elevated and underground
raitroand {Hochbahng, for they thus got
quick transport at a moderate fare, at the
same time avoiding overfilled carriages,
unexpected delaye and domineering super-
VIRI O,

Yor the Hochbahn franchise the Siemens
& Halske Company pays a rent of about
o', per cent. on a yearly income exceeding
6,000,000 marks ($1,200,000), but a minimum
of $4,000 annually. It is a small but quick
and comfortable railway, taking one a dis-
tance, al present, of four miles for three
cente. Since its establishment four or five
years ago not a single accident on it of any
gravity has been recorded.

The Berlin telephone system has never
heen thoroughly e’hciem and to-day may be
paid to be one of the worst in the world.
An organic change in the manner of putting
the called in connection with the caller was
recently introduced, and ever since the
papers have teemed with complaints, con-
demnatory resolutions drawn up by public
hodies and literature of the same sort.

If the change seemed likely to result in
an improvement one might have patience,
but for several months it has been in
operation and the service instead of grow-
ing better is daily growing worse. Such
an evil would have been avoided by a
private company, which would have made
sure that it would satisfy, its clients before
venturing to disorganize commercial and
social intercourse and unnecessarily irritate
the community., The authorities do not
appear to have consulted the publio in any

PUBLIC OWNER~

fashion, simply said, let it be ddne,
and it was done. Now they stand com-
mitted and the public is helpless and in

more than one sense voioceless,

Probably waterworks ought everywhere
to be in municipal hands, but however that
may be, the municipal water sul fly of
Berlin is excellent and unquestionably well
managed, though the price, 15 pfennigs
(about four cents) a cubic metre, I8 com-
paratively high., The water is not taken
to the same extent as formerly from the
rivere Spree and Havel, but comes from
wells in the bed of an ancient glacier whioch
runs under the heart of the city and being
of mandy structure practically filters the
water before it es the surface,

Dr. Eggert, one of \the directors of the
works, 18 not in favor of water nupglrv
by the agency of private enterprise, )
thinks ? vate companies work at the oost
of good quality, are unwilling to spend
money on technical processes that are
ossential to the production of an absdlutely
pmre supply and do not control waste as
does a municipal system, since it is not to
the r interest to inform the consumer when
he i guilty in this respect. The water of
the Berlin wells has the unusual advantage
of being of a temperature—10 derzrees
(a'sjys—that makes it ready for drinking

o much for State and municipally
avinad franchises. We now come to the
nrEer private comranios,

Mat Berlin is the best ll%husd wiy In
tihwe woriG, sucin at least is her boast, is
due in the first place to private enterprise.
Since 1840, there las been a municipal
gus plant in existence supplying half the
ity 's wants, but its forerunner and model,
tie lmperial Continental Oas Company,
w entitigd (o the eredit of aving shown
THEe WAV A LY s exenplary maneeement
Koot itw tnunicipal rival up to the mark,

I'hie history of the Continental ix an in-
teresting one,  The comy any, originally
Enzlieh, is ncarly o bundred years old, and
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!;ho\'e downward, as a re,

during that time has given light to most
of the chlef towns on the contineny of Eu-
rope. It still has plants in Austria, Spain,
France, Belgium and Italy.

Its operations in Germeny began with the
public lighting of Hanover in 1825, up to
which date the streets of the town ‘were
lighted with oil. From 1825 to 1849 the
Continental had a monopoly.in Berlin and
elsewhere, but the high prices charged
induced the Berlin city fathers (o start &
gad plapt of their own. Competition went
on until both companies were threatened
with destruction by the perfecting of the
electric light, Then came the incan: nt
burner, the stocking, as it is called in Ger-
many, The Continental now lights the
centre of Berlin, charging for its supply
12.35 pfennigs & cubic métre, as ageinst 40
g‘f)ennin. the cost of lighting by electricity.
So perfect have the company’s incandescent
lamps now become that one of the large
open nlaces of the city is being lighted
with them instead of electrioity.

The penny in the slot meter was slow
to be adopted in Berlin, but it has become
popular in the last three or four years and
there are now 50,000 in wa, compe-
tition beiween the Cont'nintal and ths
municipal plant ceased in 1901, when a
oommon price was agreed on. The Conti-
nental has still & mononoly in the centre
of the city, paying an annual rent or fFub-
sidy of $125,000 to the municipnlity, besides
possessing long term franchises in the
suburbs z

Notwithstanding the rent and the similar
conditions ungder which it works in other
Continental and German towns, it is able to
pay a dividend of R ver cent. on a oapital
of $75,000000. The lowest wage it pays
its unskilled workmien is about a dollar a
day, and its skilled workmen $1.75. It is
contemplating the introduction of an eight
or nine hour day. .

Nothing serious can be alle against the
municipal system of gas supply, for though
it has an apparently cumbrous staff, includ-
ing four managers, two of whom are jurists
and two engineers, with a multitude of
technical experte, this is due to the fact
that it manufactures amd builds all its
acoessories, reservoim, plant and piping.
In the case of the Continental these ac-
cessories are put into the hands of other
private companies, and money and work
are thus circulated more freely among the
community. i

The street car system of Berlin is private,
with the exception of two lines, to Trepow
and to Pankow, in which the municipality
owns about half the shares. The company
running these municipal lines, Siemens
Halske, binds {tself to make good any failure
to pay dividends. A noteworthy feature
in its administration is that it is ma
by a couneil of five, including two members
of the municipality, two members of the
municipal corporation and a director of
Siemens & Halske.

The line is thus practically muniocipal
and suffers from being o in that its plant
has been allowed to becomé old fashioned
and that it shows no intention of meeting
up to date uirements. The Berlin mu-
nicipality is apout to start four electrip
lines in competition with the main system
of Berlin—the privately owned and man-
a, street car company. -

K;"'Id'nls company leaves little to be desired,
save possibly in the matter of speed, but
here ﬂois limited by the Prussian police
regulations, ‘which up to last year did not
allow the cars to travel at, more than ten
kilometres (say six miles) an hour, though
this has since been slightly increased and
with an immediate growth in the number
of passengers as a conseguence.

The company has a capital of $20,000,000
and for the last four years has paid a divi-
dend of between 7 and 8 per cent. In 1905
it carried 850,000,000 passengers, or 17,000,000
more than in the year previous. The 'in-
come in the same year was $8,500,000, of
which $2,800,000 was net profit. The oost
of electricity was about $1,000,000 over
about 5,070 metres of rail. About 8,500 per-
sons are.employed. Cars number 2,438,

The compeny pays an annual subsidy
to the municipalities, namely to Berlin,
8 per cent. of the grose income (amounting
to $556,600 in 1905), and a share of the net
profit ($94,500 in 1805). To Charlottenburg
and Schéneberg (suburban municipalities)
the company paye a rent of $1 for each
metre of double track. The ogmmny
also bears the expense of paving, It-
ing, maintenance and cleansing of streets.
On the expiry of the agreement in 1920
the system and appurtenances paes into
the possession of the municipalities.

In consequence of more practical organiza-
tion and more intelligent direction the pri-
vate gystem ie in a position to do the work
more economically and satisfactorily to
the public than the municipal. It is su-
perior to municipal working in respect to
rapidity of decision and energy, use
it does not require so complicated an estab-
lishment nor need entertain the many con-
siderations with regard to other municipal
interests which hamper municipalities.

The public is better served, because the
improvement of the system and conse-
quently the increase of the traffic are the
gole aim of the private company. The
oost of administration is cheaper in the case
of a company and the fares therefore
are lower.

The dividend in 1903 was 8 per cent.:
108, 71 per cent.: 1805, 7% per cent. The
indemnity to shareholders on the handing
over of the system consists in the creation
of an amortization fund by annual reserves
from the profits, sufficient to indemnify the
sharehaoldarz on the expiry of the municipal
contracts, The amortization fund amounted
in_1905 to $4,375,000. )

The Berlin Electrical Works Company,
with a capital of about $20,000,000 (increased
recently by $10,000,000), has a monopoly
from the city, though so farlimited thatan
opposition company may be at any day
started if 4he municipality oonsents. For
this franchise the company pays a oertain
percentage of its profits, amounting in
1805 to $026,000, which went into the munici-
pal treasury, without the city having
either risk or trouble. |

The company has been at work more than
ten years without the municipality having
shown any desire to take it over. The
present contract runs till 1914, when it
will most probably be renewed. .

Director Datterer ie very emphatio as
to the advantages of private oompany
working. Acoording to him & municipality
has not the freedom or facility of working
that a company has. There are competing

| claims on its funds and a really pressing

want may have to be postponed & year
or two oy three in favor of some equally
or still ﬁom pressing claim. It cannot
venture, is & company must, to sink large
sums in plant and machinery which some
improvement or invention may suddenly
render obsolete.

Its decisions will be passed oo slowly
or too hastily, and persons must have a
voice in them who may be unqualified by
business experience or technical knowledge.
He sees no objection to the stimultaneous
working of more than one company in a
town, provided, of course, that proper
protective measures are adopted.

In Vienna there are five competing com-
panies, Some large towns in Germany
possess their own electrical plants, Frankfort
and Breslau ‘"“°"'\,2.‘,‘.’. number. These are
not unsuccessful, use they happen to
be run by business men in places w or‘ the
enervating bureaucratic spirit is not so
strong as in Prussian cities,

Germany is scientifieally governed from
ment is governed

i from the Colonel downward. The authori-

|

ties in effect say to the people, “What you
want is sclentific, not popular, government,
Now we have a scientific plan, and if you
accurately follow its ten thousand -
graphs You must logically be happy. If
you are not happy, well, then, we regret
the r;aoml ity, but you must be fined or go
to jall.”

art of this scientific government con-
sists in a socio-political theory in accordance
with which the town authorities endeavor
to provide ngainst ;nuPorlutlon by giving,
so far as may be, a life oocupation to the
working classes, Onoe a man is in munici-
yal employ he regards his present and
}ulum as assured, and the result is that in
the majority of cases he ceases to work
as attentively and energetically as he would
{f he knew that he might be dismissed at
short notice and that the success or failure
of the conocern depended in some measure
on his exertions,

If this view of the German attitude is
corveot, it shows Germany in & new and
very socialistic light, for it represents her
as municipalizing everything she possibly
oan in order to meet, though without openly
admitting it, the demands of the socialistio
elermnents in the ewnpire, The more mu-
picipally employad workmen there are, the
fewer Socigl Democrats; that would seem
to be the reasoning.

His vagrom way:
‘The rhythmic sepbyr softly blends
°  His mellow lay,
And carries it afar and wide,
His pursed up lps
Control with boyish pomp and pride
His pipe’s shrill quips.

He fashibned 1t with artful skill
From yonder tree—

An unforgotten art that will
All time to me

Remain the source of many s joy
1 knew, when |

\WWandered as he, a vagrom boy,
In days gone by. g

HoRrace SEYMOUE KELLER,

\

Sweet Revenge.
In thls dim, secluded place,
With a glass before your faoce,
You may smile and smlle;
You, the mald who scorned in glee
Holh my vow of love and me, |
In your queeniy style.

Plotured mald with haughty mien,
Though quite meek and mild I've been
While you held proud sway,
Soon will come my hour of Joy,
Recompense without alloy,
For your cruel play.

You who held me on a string

Dangling like some puppet thing,
See, I pay you back!

From your place you'll fall, I fear,

For I'm hanging you, my dear,

On a single tack.
L. 8. WaTERROUSE.

Milady.
She may sit In halls of Congress
May the falrest of the falr, B
She may even find her office !
In the Presidential chair.

She may travel with a latchkey
When abroad by pight she fogs,

She may have a score of pockets,
In the manliest of togs.

She may ride a horse a-straddie
When upon the road she hies,
She may learn to shoot a bullet
Without closing first her eyes.

But she will not be fust equal
Till, with Interest Intense,

She can watch & thrilling ball game
Through the knot hole In the fence.

McLANDBUROE WILSON,

The Golden Age,
(Bo¥thtus, Book II., Metre V.)

In dear, dim olden, ere that Hellocon
Flowed with the fountaln by the Muses blest,
Ere greater Bel and Bel of Babylon
Drove Terah to low Canaan there to rest.
. When yet the world was new,

And skies were first made blue,
New man Joved God and gave to God his best,

A friendship leal and true.

Then man lived in a golden, happy age,

And all was peaoce and joy and hope and health,

No punishments were writ on graven page,

For st unknown were sinful wrong and stealth,
And each one fed his herd
Where waters murmuring stirred,

In glad possession of & simple wealth
Acocounted In & word.

At night & couch was found beneath the pine
Or sought, perhaps, in some soft fragrant lawn,
‘While not far off the gentle flocks and kine
Watched for the first faint flush of dawn,
And at the moming glow
They called with mellow low,
And on the waking shepherds they would fawn,
And joy and gladness show.

‘The fertile fields all want of food supplied,
The julce of grape, or running water, drink;
There were no travellers venturing far and wide;
No prow of stranger touched the ooean's brink;
The seas rolled unexplored,
Uncut by barks full oared;
To seek & forelgn strand might no ome think,
With trading sbips rich stored.

So simple was the people's art and life
Constant they dwelt in brightness of & peace
Unbroken by the bugle blast of strife:
Men's thoughts were white as sun washed dews, or
fleece
Untouched by Tyrian dye:
Pure, joyous thoughts and high
Were theirs. and love and mirth without surcease
As Heaven might supply.

O golden, hdppy age, return, return!

Alas, and oh, alas! you have no place,

For as the fires of A£tna ever burn

So glows the greed of galn upon man's face,
Fach quarries out a delf
To mine great stores of pelf,

And runs an eager, frantic, breathless race,
Whose prize is self, Is self.

WILLIAM ADAMS SLADE.

'

Twe Sides of a Proverh.
in youlh my veins with yearning surged
Far lands te visit and the seas to cross;
“The rolling stone,” remonstrant urged
My cautlous parent, “wlll collect no moss.”

1 went, 1 saw, | conquered: and
When | came back with bales of money,
“I always sald,” quoth Dad, so bland,
“ ‘Tis roving hees that get the honey!™
E. T. NeLsox.

The Sea's Call, *
From the Mtwaukee Sentinel.
“The heave of & deck and & wide blue track,
That rises to meet the sky,
The belching of smoke from her funnels black,
And spray that Is'leaping high.
The edge of the world (hat looms afar,
A half moon, ghostly, white—
The salt sca smell and the bright Pole star,
And the winds of a trople night.

A sky with the storm clouds hending low,
And her bow with a coat of fleck

The waves, foam capped, that break and throw
The spume on her slanting deck.

The glare In the hold when the stokers feed,
A cheor from her lusty crew;

A cry from the old man: “Glive her speed!” -
And the beat of her throbbing screw.

Oh. these are the things, the ocoan’s lure,
That creep In a sallor's veins—

Avye, steal In his heart and soul as sure
As the sunlight follows rains.

And 1 am one of the deep sea's brood,
A child that has gone astray,

But [ hear her call, and she's understood
And 1 shall return some day!

Lilac Lure.

From the London Dafly News.
L.ast night I sat and read alone,
With windows wide to the sea.
And my dead poets' Joves und dreams
1Aved and companioned me:
Prlow, the wave crooned, for my peace,
A murmyring monody.

And pain had reached a tideless time,
Slumbrous and guulonleu:

A wiser heart, methought, had lulled
To sleep the old distress;

It seemed, at last, my lonely soul
Accepted lonellness.

I'hen scent of lllae floated fn,
Sweet from the springtime rain
O fragrant lure! that roused the Jove
‘That safe asleep had lain;
Mere was the old, mad heart ence more
Awake and wild again!
P. HABBERTON LULRAM.

—

Wishing,
From the Chaorlotte Obaserver,

1 wisht I wus & hummin® bird,

I'd nes' In & willer tree,
Den poth'n' but supp'n' wut goes on wings

Could uver git (o me.
I wisht 1 wus a snake. 1'd craw!

Nown In a deep stump hole,
Noth'n' 'd venture down In dar,

‘T 'd be go dark en col'.

But §1s' & nigger In his shack,
Wid de farllght In de ehinks
Sunp'n' kin see him uvvy time
He even so much as winks,

It's & natehel fac' dat many a time
1 wisht I wus supp'n' wil":

A COON OF &' OW] OF & DOSAUM OF CTO W=
Leas'ways, a little while.

1'd 1ak tn sleen In & holler gum,
Or roost In a long leaf pine,

Whar nothin' ‘d come to mess wid me
Or ax me whar I's pwine,

The Difference: Night and Merning.
Oh, it's pleasant In the evening

When you're frem the city bound
T'o your wife and baby walting

In the suburb by ths Sourd.
How you eat a pleasant dinner

Far from “downtown” labor hard;
Then you spend the evening resting

In your own green yard,

Oh, the difference dn the morning
When you're rushing back to fown
On the good old fast “eight twenty *
How you grit your teeth and frown
An she slows and stops completely -
Your remarks are rough and hard
As you spend the morning walting
is the rellrosd yard.
: COMMUTES.

What were the “days of the company” to which

reference ls in current ris of the present
@laturbances 15 India tn connection with the Aftieth
annlversary of the mutiny?
H, WARNER OLEABON,
John Comp , the H ble East India OCom-

pany, once was sole proprietor of so much as Hin-

were settled In a monopoly
By this oharter they were
malntsin an army and & navy and
system of thelr own whereby the Indla
Jondon's Leadenhall sireet exercised
A wider gway than did the Parllament of Great
Britaln In Westminster's Palace of St Stephen.
A rival ~omnany was chartcsed dvring the Eng-
Hsh revolution, but In 1708 the two trading esten-
lishments were amalgamated, In 1784 Pitt fathered
an Indla measire which took away from the Hon-
orable East India Company [ts political powers,
in 1813 the trade ly was rescinded, in 1534
the whole of the company's trading rights were
swept away In retumn for an annuity of £630,000
payable for forty years, redeemable at the end of
its term, at the Government's option, for £12,u0,
000, The mutiny broke out before the term had
fun much more than hsif Its course and In 558
when that grave revolt was put down the com-
pany was dissolvéd and Hindustan passed to the
sovereignty of the Crown. The days of John
Company were not Inglorious days, for they were
the days of such mon as Clive and Warren Hastings,
of Lawrence and Wellesley.

Yesterday I noted that an English reviewer of &
law book written by ar American author strongly
reprobates this expression: “Lord Mansfield under-
st doctrine.” 1observe that the
Olllrry Dictlonary states that the word resurrect

00! lo(Lulu. 1t must, however, be Ifi ve
use in this country, as th

I have spoken Is offended by It,
wondering If good literary precedents could not
be produced In justification. Is this word found
among the biacklist of recognized “Americanisms,
and 1s It 10 be permanently condemned as such?

T. A. STRERT,

The fault upgn which objection to the word is
based s that it Is formed by analogy where do
analogy exists. As protection, .for an Instance,
is naturally derived from protect, & transitive
verb, it has been assumed that upder resurrection
must similarly be a transitive verb to resurrect.
This Is not (he case; resurrection is"a derivative
form of the Latin resurgere, a neuter verb. Resur-
rect |s for that reason objected to In England and
has obtalned no currency, although the custodians
of that branch of our common speech seem to
manifest no hesitation In cmploying resurrectioner,
in which the same fault obtains, Bertlett, In dis-
cussing the word as an Americanlsm, derives his
earllest citation from Benton's “Abridgment of the
Debates of Congress,” Vol. VI, where In speaking
of the feunders of the Government, “who are all
gone—their bodles burled In the earth, their works
buried under rubblsh and thelr names beginning
to fade away,” this author adds: “I resurrect the
whole.”

A writer uses the expreasion “Nothing new
under the sun,” except that Re substitutes the
word “something” for the word “nothing.” Should
the quotation marks In the phrase as he uses It
be placed hefore the word “something.” or before
the word “new”? In other words, should the ex-
rhreulon In his book read something “new under

¢ sun,” or “something new under |heH|u1‘:"'!D

The marks of quotation serve to set out plainly so
much of the matter as {8 In form the direet words
of another, Therefore there could be no justifica-
tlon for Including within such marks the state-
ment “something mew under the sun” when |t
was thoroughly understood that the original state-
ment was “nothing new under the sun.” It ghould
In strict propriety read something “new under
the sun”; and In that case It seems scarcely worth
the dignity of quotation marks. It used to he
beld that the commonplaces of Scripture might
be used without assignment of credit on the ground
that they were thoroughly famlllar to everybody,
but perhaps It may be just as well to restore the
typographical signs because of the growing feeling
that the Bible Is by no means so famillar as once
it was.

WLM Is the origin of shack asapplled to a house
of the poorer sort’ The word Is largely used In
the West, ' H. T. DavIs,

The Century Dictlonary assigns it to a dialectic
eenee of the verb to shack, signifying to hole up,
as ap animal about to hibernate. This seems
better to fit the form of the noun than its mean-
ing. As the word |s wholly American and when
first found comes out of the West it Is not at all
unlikely that the ploneers adopted the word from
thelr Mexican nelghbors. The Spanish of Texas
aud the whole Southwest clear through to Call-
fornia has the word jacsl for just such a dwelling
hastily thrown together of all sorts of immedlately
avallable material. From Its proper pronuncia-
tion of hacal to shack calls for no greater degree
of violence than marked the general demeanor
of the Gringo to the Greaser. This derivation
fAinds support in the fact that the expected inter-
medlate form shackle has, though Infrequently,
been noted in Westegn speech,

I have a friend whose tenure of the letter H Is
precarious; they will drop out of his speech in
unguarded moments. Do you know of anythin
that I may tell him that will stick In mind an
cause him to mind, not P and Q. but H.'C o M

. DWW,

Probably a hopeless case, If congenital, and
seldom is a lasting cure possible unless the case
be taken In hand early. Charles Stuart Calverley
once dealt with the topic, thus:

Choose judiclously thy friends; for to discard them
i undesirable,

Yet it 1s better to drop thy friends, O my daughter,
than to drop sy H's.” P

Or one may cite from Catullus that Roman Arrius

who picked up superabundant H's, another form

of the same faulty speech, and has gone on record

as calling the lonlan Sea Hionlan,

At the Qsutennlal Exnosition some Interest was
exclted by a statuc ln butter. Who was the cculywx .
and what was the subject of the composition?

WALTER H, GRAY.

The sculptor was Mrs. Caroline S, Brooks, wife
ofe Missourl farmer; the subject was the sleeplng
lolanthe done in alto rillevo., She had done simllar
work at county falrs and these successes led her
to make an entry at Phlladelphla. In the Parls
exposition her entry of the same subject was re-
jected for the art exhiblt but admitted among the
dalry products. Her lolanthe was reproduced In
marble for the Chicago falr. In sddition she did
some little work In character and portralt busts,
butter being used as the modelling material.

Are the followlng parte embodled In sentences
grammatically correct: “We would endeavor you,
1o kindly, &e.,” and “and the consent of the owner
absolutely necessary, &c..” the verb is, under-
stood In the latter! TROMAS HENRY.

As to the latter there can be no objection If the
clause be otherwlse properly Inserted Imto the
remtence. The former ls doubly defecve; the
spiit Infinitive “to kindly" Is rarely tolerable, and
the unwarranted use of endeavor as a trausitive
verb with personal ebject will not stand anslysis,

Kindly advise If the Mikado of Japan has become
a convert to the Christian falth, or If you ever
heard or saw anything to that effeet.
8. LELAND,

The Mikado Is not Christian, If there were any
doubt as to this point It should be dispelled by re-
calling the terms in which Togo ascribed to his
soverelgn's virtues the victory of his feet,

What Is the salary of Mr. Bryce, the Britlsh Am-
bassador? WiLLIAM EGINTON.

His salary Is stated at 850,000, In addlition his
Government supplies him with the embassy for a
residence and mainiains It and provides an enter-
feinment allowance and various smaller funds.,

Who is the suthor o(-th‘e quotation about never a
law of God or man runs norto of 54 A DD,

Rudyard Kipling.

Perhaps | can throw some light on the Stoughton
bottle inquiry. Many years ago, how many | know
not, a certalu drink, called Stoughton Bitteis, was
in vogue among elderly gentlemen.
posed to be & digesive preparation and 1 can recall
seelng a row of emply bottles upon s shelf in an old
cellar when | was & child. he expression "An
emply Stoughton bottle” wes supposed 10 Indleate
uselessness or stupidity,
pression of & brother-in-law of mine, and mant a
time 1 have heard him say “There 1 stood like an
empty Stoughton botile on a shell,” or “Come on
and do sowething, don't stand there like &c., &c.
How old 1t may Ye | cannot say, but it is American
in origin and the Stoughton Bitters were a pre-
decessor of Plentation Bitters, M. ELDRIDOK.

Your Stoughton bottie querist can be informed
that the phrase wos Used years ago o signify &
duminy, a stupid fellow, one who leis a chance pass.
“What can | while you sit there like a Stoughton
bottle!” was & common phrase In partner games
Stoughton ale was a popular
ago, and the a teness of com -

ring the empty bottle to the play®r s easlly secn,

suppose Stoughion ale is as inuch a thing of the
past now as the phrase iself. M.N.

18 nov your correspondent Artemas H. Holmes
mistaken in urin‘ that Dr. Dionysius Lardner
was Ab‘: rofessor at Dartmouth® That he was bora
ia Dublin, graduated st Trinity College, Dutlin, and
became & professor of natural philesophy 'n 't‘nl-
versity Coilege, London, are faclts as well remem-
bered as Tirunel's demolition of his Gogma regard-
ing Atlantic steam navigation, his hegira with
Capt, Heaviside's wife 1o this countiry, his lucrative
Jecture tour here, his closing years In Paris and
bis death In Naples. Stlll, Mr. Holmes may be
rght. J.ACA

If your oorrespondent will consult Dy, Lardner's
"Lectures on Sclenoe and Ari,” Vol, 1, published
in 1640 by Greeley & MeElrath, he will find
anpwer to his qrnkm. The lecture on 7T
Atlenile Steam Qlestion,” pages 837 to 36 covers
the whole question as udcnwod'u that time,

' . + H. K. Gess,

‘

It was sup o

1t was a favorite ox- !

POLITICAL NOTES.

Friday, June 14, will be the. 180th anni-
versary of the adoption of the Btars and
Btripes as the flag of the United States.

Three of the best known New Yorkers with
reminiscences of political affuirs in the oity
ahd the Btate for the last forty years are
Fdward G. Gllmore, Senator Tom Creamer
and Tomity Lynch, one of Gov. Flower's
pbrt wardens. These three men, Gilmore,
Republican, and Crﬁwr and Lynch, Demo-
crats, could fill eightd®n y o8 of reminis-

cences. In the beginnin ‘the careers of
these three men New Y not extend
much above Fourteenth stré all three

as boys frequented ‘he cirous which was on
the plet of land now ovcupled by the Fifth
Avenue Hotel. ' Only'  politiclans familiar
with inside doings will properly apptreciate
the experiences of these three men.

If Gilmore would write what he knows
and If he would tell of his vast experiences
what entertaining volumes he could turn
out! Jugt so with Creamer and Lynch,
Alfred Henry Lewis and David Grabam
Phillips and others have written successfully
on the inside workings of political machines,
but around a table at the Fifth Avenue Hotel
the other day the suggestion was made that
if Gllmore, Creamer and Lynch could unite
their natiral cleverness with a literary gift
all three could beat any political novelist

| thag New York State or any other State has

yet turned out. Then, too, it was added,
if Lewis or Phillips and others of equal at-
tainments ocould have had the experiences
of Gilmore, Creamer and Lynch, thousands
of novels of the ripest interest, which would
be of very great benefit to the American
people, could be produced. The conversa-
tion ended by recalling that it was Dickens's
@ift as a literaty man, combined with his
experiences as a political reporter, that led
him to produce novels which brought about
great reforms in England.

Benator Foraker at 16 enlisted as a private
in the Eighty-ninth Regiment, Ohio Volunteer
Infantry. Because of his activity and bra-
very he attracted the attention of Gen. Slo-
cum and was appointed an aide on his staff,

At Misslonary Ridge Foraker was in the
wvery [ront rank of the charge that went over
Bragg's breastworks. Later on in North
Carolina he bore a message from Gen. Slo-
cum to Gen. Sherman, telling him that his
left wing was fighting Gen. Joseph Johnson,
who had struck them on the flank, and that
reenfortements were badly needed. This
ride was a most perilous one, being nine miles
long and made in the falling derkness.

Gen, Sherman was greatly pleased over
the bravery shown by the dashing young
soldier and many years afterward he re-
ferred to the incident in a public address
delivered at Cincinnati, The occasion was
a soldiers’ reunion. Foraker was Governor
of Ohio at the time. Gen. SBherman in his
address turned to Foraker and said:

“] well remember you as you rode into
my quarters when Joe Johnson struck my
left in North Carclina. You burst upon us
in a grove of pines, with a message from
Slocum, saying that he needed reenforce-
ments. I recall your figure, sir, splashed
with mud, your spurs that were red, your
eplendid horse, hard ridden and panting, and
how you sat erect, and I shall not forget the
soldier that you looked and were., I marked
you well then, and thought of the honors
that were your due. You have gloriously
attained them and I believe and approve
that higher, the highest honors, await you.”

“The story which Gen. Sherman told of
Foraker on that occasion in a startling, dra-
matic way,” sald an old soldier boy the other
day, “was not the first in which young Foraker
figured. When Bavannah had surrendered a
daring spirit was wanted to board e canoe
and pull down the river, mined as it was with
infernal machines, and take all chances in all
haste and communicate with the fleet, await-
ing news from the army, as was afterward
shouted and sung by the soldiers of Sherman,
who Tiad marched down from Ohio by Atlanta
to Bavannah, and tothe sea. The young man,
the dare devil selected for the extra hazardous
duty, and the first of the army to finish the
oourse, was the same soldier boy onthe blooded
horse with bloody flanks calling for Sherman
in the North Carolina wilderness.”

Two more States have established a direct
election of United States Senators—lowa and
Washington- making five States this vear,
and a total of elghteen, The Northern States
are Oregon, Washington, North Dakota, Wia-
consin, Illinois, Jowa, Missouri and Oklahoma,
with & unanimous House in Pennsylvania and
& lie vote in the Senate. The Southern States
are Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, Ten-
nessee und Kentucky,

Immigration Commissioner Watchorn of
New York says: “Ther€ is an improvement
noted in the mental capacity of the present
day immigrant. I have faithin the immigrant
of to-day. Look him over and you will see the
father of a race who, after they have pussed
through our institutions, may not be known
from the children of American parents.”

OXFORD NEEDS MONEY.
University Now Toe FPoor to Bupply Proper
Sclentific Training In Seme Fiekds,
From the Gutlook,

The first public act of Lord Curzon as
chancellor of the University of Oxford was
the publication of an appeal asking for §1,270,-
000 to meet the pressing nceds of the univer-

sity, among which he enumerates the pro-’

motion of modern and scientific studies and
the maintenance of the Bodleian Library,

In many departments of science, he de-
clares, Oxford is unable, for want of neces-
eary funds and appliances, to supply a scien-
tific basis for practical work, and an elec-
trical laboratory and provision for giving
scientific training for the practical profession
of engineering are greatly needed.

He says that the gift of Cecil Rhodes, the
greatest benefaction which the university
has received of late years, has brought with
it & burden, adding, as it does, 200 men from
all parts of the British Empire, from the
United States and from Germany to the
body of undergraduates, and imposing upon
the university the necessity of offering the
newcomers all that is best in teaching, eauip-
ment and study,

To Americans it would seen as if this appeal
froman institution so venerable, so venerated,
80 intimately associated not only with Lng-
lish #cholarshp, but with English literature
and Euglish history, would meet with prompt
responge, Unfortunately, so far neither the
universities nor the cathedrals have been
able to make up by popular gifts for the
great losses they have sustsined by the
shrinkage of incomes cuused by the fall of
rents during the last generation.

BOOK PLATES.
Their Invention Came Half & Century After
the Printing Press.
Fron the Jowrnal of American History.

It was within half a century from the in-
vention of printing that book plates were
Introduced as identifying 'marks to indicate
the ownership of the volume.

Germany, the fatherland of printing from
movable type and of wood outting for making
impressions in ink on paper, Is likewise the
home land of the book plate

The earliest dated wood cut of acoepted
authenticity is the well known "8t. Christopher
of 1423," which was discovered in the Car-
thusian monastery of Buxheim in Suabia.

It was to insure the right of ownerdhip in a
book that the owner had it marked with the
coat-of-arms of the family or some other
heraldie device. Libraries were kept intaot
and passed from generation to generation,
bearing the emblem of the famlly,

The first book plate in Franoe is dated 1574;
in Sweden, 1475: Switzerland, 1607, and Ttaly,
1623, The earliest English book plate {8 found
in a follo volume once the property of Cardinal
Wolsey and afterward belonging to his royal
master,

The earliest mention of the book plate in
English literature is by Pepys, July 16, 1688,
The first known book plate in America be-
longed to Gov. Dudley. Paul Revere, the
patriot, was one of the first American en-
gravers of book plates and & designer of
great ability,
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Aikin-Lambert Company’

Egtablished 1864

Announce
They have removed from old quarters, which will

No. 33 Maiden Lane

at the corner of Nassau Street, one block east of Broadway,
Manufacturers o! <
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Mercantile Self-Filler Fountain Pen,
Gold Pens, Pencils, Stlver and Gold Novelties.

We Invite our friends and patrons to call and inspect our lines.
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700 FINE FARMS FREE,

Unole Sam About to Conduct & Land Lottery
in Moentana,

WasHINGTON, May 25.—Uncle Sam will
oconduct & land lottery at Billings, Mon.,
in June, at which time 80,000 acres of the
choicest public lands in the State will be
awarded to holders of winning numbers.
These lands are embraced in the Huntley
irrigation project, which is now nearly
completed and comprises nearly 700 farms,
of forty and eighty acres each.

The Huntley project is located about
twelve miles east of Billings, and i crossed
by two great railway systems, the Northern
Pacific and the Burlington, thus affording
upusual facilities for transporting crops.
These lands have a gentle slope to the
Yellowstone River and the elevation of the
country, is 8,000 feet above sea level,

The Government has built a highway

patallel to the railroad, affording a direct |

line of travel up and down the valley. At
short distances along the railways the Gov-

ernment has laid out town sites, so located |

that no farm is more than two and a half
miles from a shipping point.

An auction sale of these town lote will be
held immediately following the drawing
of the farms, and there will be many oppor-
tunities for merchants, professional men
and skilled and unskilled laborers. As the
farms are small—forty and eighty acres—a
compact rural community is assured,
making possible graded schools and
churches and eliminating the isolation and
loneliness of the individual ranch.

The soil of this region is of remarkable
fertility and when watered produces
bountiful erope. The rainfall varies from
? to 15 inches annually and is inadequate
without irrigation for the growing of farm
products.

The climate and soil are adapted to the
growing of all the crops of the north.bem-
perate zone. As there is a large range
country surrounding this section, live-
stock raising is a predominant industry
and furnishes a first class market for alfalfa
and hay.

At Billings a sugar beet factory is now in
‘operation and farmers are increasing their
acreage in this crop as it is very profitable.
Apples and small fruits are being raised
successfully, as we!l as sweet corn, tomatoes
and melons. The dairying industry is
growing rapidly and cannot keep pace with
the demand.

The Huntley lands are part of the Crow
Indian Reservation, which was ceded to
the Government, Settlers will be asked
to pay ? an acre for their farms, the first
payment of $1 an acre falling due upon
making the filing and the balance in four

ual annual installments.
eqI‘he Government in addition to this
will charge the settler for the cost of build-
ing the irrigation works about $3 an acre
for ten years, after which the irrigation
system will be turned over to the farmers.

e cost of operation and maintenance,
about 60 cents an aore, will be paid annually
in addition to the charge for building the
works. The first payment of $4.80 will
become due as soon as filing is made by the
successful drawer of a farm.

Irrigated lands in this section havea value
of from $75 to $200 an acre, according to the
state of cultivation and the cnaracter of
crops grown. Alfalfa, the chief crop,
produces about five tons to the acre and at
predent is worth $ a ton in the stack.
Sugar beets yield from $50 to $756 an acre
if properly cared for.

n order to obviate the unsatisfactory
conditions which usually attend the open-
ing of public lands to settlement and to in-
sure every homeseeker an equal chance to
obtain one of these farms new regulations
designed especially to accomplish this re-
sult have heen ixsued by the Secretary of
the Interior. These regulationg, briefly,
are as follows:

Any person (esiring to make entry may,
either throvey she mails or otherwise,
E:esem to the Regisier and Receiver of the

nd Office at Billings his personal affi-
davit, sworn to before some officer author-
ized to administer oathe in the Bijllings
land district, enclosed in a sealed envelope.
Thesc afidavits must not reach the land
office baforefo'clock A. M. June 18 nor after
€30 P. M, June 24.

On June 2 tho Secretary of the Interior
wi'l be in Rillings avd the drawing of the
envelopes filed wiil begin. Fifteen hun-
dred names will be drawn and the le
Ly
to make entries on a given day beginning
about July 22 and continuing until the 633
entries have n made. No person will
be allowed to file more than one applica-
tion.

Wigs Made of Spun Glase,
Frow the Londoa Daily Mail

‘The enormous feminine demand for arii-
ficial coils and toupees is leading to a fanine
in human hair. Formerly Swiss, German
and Hungarian girls supplied the world of
fashionable women with luxuriant tresses of
all tnis,

But the Governments of many countries
are now making it illegal for a girl to sell her
hair or for an agent to buy it. The supply
in conse uence is junning short and the
prices of ves! hair ¢ trebling,

A eeries of succesaful experimentg point
to spun glass as the most effective substitute
for humun hair. \Wigs made from spun glass
are wonderfully light and fine and the texture
soft and beautifui.

It is easy to produce any shade desired
while curls and waves can manufactur
at will to suit the fashion of the moment, The
imitation is so realistic and*true to life that it |s
impossible to detect the difference between it
and real hair grown on the head.

Tree That Really Weeps.
From Tit-Rils,

Among the historical curiosities to be seen
at Chatsworth House, the residence of the
Duke of Devonshire, Is a willow tree that
weeps, very often to the personal discomfory,
of those heneath It.

To the casual observer it appears just an
ordinary willow, but on closer ingpection |t
is seen to be artfully artificial. It is made
from a metal to closely resemble a Ilvlnf tree,
and each of its branches is covered with in-
numerable holes, In fact, the whole tree is
a monster svringe, being connected to a
water main near by.

The key for turning on and off is close at
hand, and many & visiting party has been
cjn fced beneath its branches by practical

okers.

Florida's Cold Geyser.

From the Ocala Ranner.

Mr. W. T. Chastain has a drianage well on
his place ut Seffner which is quite a curiosity
for Florida. At Intervals it throws streams
of waler ten to twenty feet in the air; sub-
siding, spouts again. '

The natives say that the well happens to

over the dev!l's furnace,  and

ocooking the W:l!r in the well begins to hoil
and spout, This theory ix exploded by the
fact that the water is not hot, but esold; but
the natives explain this by saving that the
", t:r:go In .lob'e;“' that “- -':‘!er h# unuIF
n 000! ore reac e surfece o
he oarth. . .

) .A \

i

i S i st

-

be directl
whenever. The devil builds his fires to do his | :2‘

INSTRUCTION.

T~

FRENCH
GERMAN
SPANISH

LEARN

PHONOGRAPH

The Most Elmule. Eosy and Rapid

Method,
Lingulsts,
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Besiness Cotleges.

SPACKARD means THOROUGH —40th year \

ACKARD

PCOMMERCIAL SCHOOL
4th Av.&£.3d8t. Dayand Evening,
l Individuoal Instraction, Enter at any time,

Swimming.

Swimming Sclﬁﬁﬂully Taught.

Two Pools. Prof. DALTON, 23 W. 44th st.

PDIFFICULT CENSUS TAKING.

A Dellcate Task In Egypt—Discovering
Secrets of the Harems.

The cotntry for the last few days has
been going through a series of questions
and answers. It ie the period of the decen~
nial census. At home the taking of the
census i8 a comparatively easy matter.
Every householder has his or her sheet to
fill up on a certain night and the collector
fetches it on his rounds, and there the
matter ende. But in Egypt there are in-
superable difficulties in the way of such
simple methoda.

To begin with, as the illiterate class is
large, it is manifestly impossible to get
the forms filled in, writes a Cairo corre-
spondent of the Pall Mall Gazette. 8o
the Government has had to nominate an
army of inspectors, who have been .going
from house to house and have powers to
penetrate to the inner apartments in order
to obtain full details.

Of course in a number of cases the natives,
not understanding the cause, resent this
intrusion, and some of the incidents have
been most awkward. Moreover, very few
of the fellaheen really know their ages,
their idea of time being fixed by events.
Thus gme man's reply to the questioner
was that he was a boy working in his father's
field when Alexandria was bombarded,
and another that he remembered seeing
the “malika fransawiya,” evidently the
Empress FEugénie, at the opening of the
Suez Canal, .

n the other hand, the women, unlike
their Western sisters, do not consider
a thing to be ashamed of, and unblu-hin:ﬁ
admit, in Bome cases, quite ten years more
than ssibly is their age. e me
have n another obstacle to the com-
pleteness of the census, and in many in-
etances the inspectors have had warm
quarters of an hour with the surly and
unwilling eunuchs who guard those portions

of the Easterner's domicile. \

Altogether the lot of a census inspector
ie by no means u happy one, and it cannot
be wondered at that many of them fight
shy of the job. The task requires no end
of tact, tience and d:oersuulve 'fower.
and, considering the difficulties in the way
and the fact that the inspectors are empow -
ered to hale recalcitrant inhabitants before
the nearest magistrate or mamour, it 8 H
volumes for the able manner in which the
inspectors have tackled their delicate task
that very few cases have been reported,

The Scientist's Vietim,

From the Chicago Journal,

A fumous scientist, whose early home
hud been in a country district, had long
promised to visit the scenes of his boyhod
and deliver a lecture in aid of the funds of
one of the institutions of the place. At last
he fulfilled his promise and th e lecture was
given.

When, atl the close of his lecture, he was
conversing with some of the principal pro-
moters of the affair, they warmly congraty-
lated him on the facllity with which he made
rather technical matter interesting and clear
to his uncultured audience.

“Oh,” said he, by way of explanation, "I
invariably fix my attention “pon that mem-
ber of my audience whogstrikes m’ as hav-
ing the least imem’ant ace, and T continue
to explain any subject upon which I touch
until 1 see by that person’s expression that he

understands it.

Almost dlrocllﬂ afterward the leading
public oMcial of the little town came into the
room and made his way to where the sclen-

tist was standing.

“Sir,” he exclaimed, “you cannot bly
believe how much real pleasure you ve
given me to-night. It seemed to me all the

S\mte asf yo\ir e')'e WA nlever u;ay froma me,
at you spoke to me alone a ou
whol: whﬂo was (0o make me ua:"d'am{
every word you sald.”

Farly Cigarette Smokers.
From (ke Recder.

Who first introduced oigarettes into thie
oountry? They were first used in the streets
bere by the late Laurence Oliphant; and,
ourloualy enough, the introduction of this
method of smoking to the English peo
oame as & result of the Crimean war, "

Our ofMoers in Russia, among other harde
, oould not procurs ‘nboooo or ol y
learned the use of the clgarette 'ro
their Frenoh, Itallan and Turk l’h allies, an
alwo from their stay in Malta and Gibralter,

Int veed into Loondon military and othep
olubs, the new custom made very slow proge-
ress. PBut |ts use steadily spread from
1870 to 188, when the fashion was set by the
golden youth of those daya
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